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Prioritized Climate Change Vulnerabilities from 2013 IRWM Plan

Using DWR’s Climate Change Handbook for Regional Water Planning, the Climate Change Workgroup
developed an analysis of the Region’s vulnerabilities. This analysis was the primary activity of the
Climate Change Workgroup during their June 2012 workshop. Once vulnerabilities were identified,
they were ranked and categorized. Vulnerabilities were categorized into five priority levels: Very
High, High, Medium, Low, and Very Low. Table 7-16, below, shows the vulnerability issues and their
respective rankings. Details regarding processing of vulnerabilities can be found in the Climate
Change Study, included in the 2013 IRWM Plan as Appendix 7-D.

Table 7-16: Prioritized Climate Change Vulnerability Issues

Priority Level Category and Vulnerability Issue
Very High Water Supply: Decrease in imported supply
High Water Supply: Sensitivity due to higher drought potential

Water Quality: Increased constituent concentrations
Flooding: Increases in flash flooding and inundation (extreme weather)
Ecosystem/Habitat: Decrease in available necessary habitat
Sea Level Rise: Inundation of storm drains and sewer systems
Ecosystem/Habitat: Decrease in ecosystem services

Medium Water Demand: Crop demand would increase
Water Demand: Industrial demand would increase
Water Supply: Decrease in groundwater supply
Water Quality: Increase in treatment cost
Sea Level Rise: Damage to coastal recreation / tourism due to inundation

Low Water Demand: Limited ability to conserve further
Water Supply: Lack of groundwater storage to buffer drought
Water Quality: Increased eutrophication
Flooding: Increases in inland flooding
Ecosystem/Habitat: Increased impacts to coastal species

Very Low Water Demand: Limited ability to meet summer demand
Water Supply: Invasive species can reduce supply available
Water Quality: Decrease in recreational opportunity
Sea Level Rise: Decrease in land
Sea Level Rise: Damage to ecosystem/habitat
Ecosystem/habitat: Decrease in environmental flows
Hydropower: Decrease in hydropower potential
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